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Reinterpreting abstract methods in the context of Das Kapital
BAO Jin
(School of Marxism, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: Marx's identification of "the abstract rising to the concrete" in the 1857—1858 Economic
Manuscripts is the "scientifically correct method", and the key issue is how to understand the "abstract"
method in "the abstract rising to the concrete". From the perspective of Marxist political economy research,
as a way of thinking to grasp the pure essence of "economic form", the abstract method is not reflected in the
commodity analysis in Das Kapital, but is typically reflected in the value analysis of commodities in Das
Kapital. Based on the analysis of the value of goods, Marx transformed and promoted "the concrete rising to
the abstract" derived from classical economics, which truly realized the abstract method in a scientific sense.
The "correctness" of this method also comes from Marx's critical inheritance of Hegel's philosophical
method. This critical inheritance indicates that the theoretical process of "the concrete rising to the abstract"
still needs to be advanced, enhanced, and deepened into a method of "the abstract rising to the concrete".
Exploring the connotation and significance of the abstract method in Das Kapital is of great significance to
deepen the study of Das Kapital from the perspective of methodology, consolidates the methodological
support of the academic system of Marxist theory, and provides theoretical reference for scientific
understanding of capital as an important factor of production.

Key Words: Das Kapital; abstract methods; "the abstract rising to the concrete"; "the concrete rising to the

abstract"
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