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The Kingdom of France in Machiavelli’s "vivere civile':
The model of monarchical vivere civile

ZHU Xin
(Department of Philosophy, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: A comprehensive understanding of Machiavelli's Kingdom of France is important for
comprehending his attitude towards the monarchy. According to Machiavelli, the Kingdom of France is one
of the best-governed kingdoms in Europe, and the key to its success lies in that the king’s right is subjected
to laws and institutions, and that the balance between the noble and the people is kept by the higher court.
These characteristics make the Kingdom of France a perfect example of what Machiavelli sees as the
monarchical "vivere civile". Exploring Machiavelli’s attitude towards the Kingdom of France will help us
further grasp the unique status of monarchy in his political philosophy that the monarchy can be not only a
transitional regime in the making of a state, but also a well-ordered and durable one. Thus, Machiavelli is not
a pure republican. Essentially speaking, he, though favoring the republic, admires the model of the Kingdom
of France as well.

Key Words: Machiavelli; Seyssel; France; vivere civile; monarchy
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