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Factors influencing the innovation diffusion of public policy:
Based on data analysis of 31 provinces' residence permit system

CHEN Tan'?, LI Yike*?

(1. School of Public Administration, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China;
2. Southern Institute of Governance, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, China;
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Abstract: The residence permit system is the product of the reform process of our country's household
registration system, considered as the first choice for local governments to manage the floating population and
guide the rational flow of the population at this stage. In the more than ten years since Hunan province first
adopted the residence permit system in 2009, the residence permit system has been spread among provincial
governments. But why do different local governments adopt the same policies? What are the characteristics of
such a large-scale adoption all over the country? This paper employs the panel data of 31 provincial governments
from 2009 to 2018, takes the policy innovation diffusion theory as the research perspective, and uses the event
history analysis (EHA) method to conduct empirical research on the internal and external factors affecting the
innovation diffusion of the residence permit system. The study finds that the pressure from higher authorities is
the most important factor affecting the adoption of the residence permit system, that competitive pressure and
urbanization rate also affect the spread of the residence permit system, but there exists a negative correlation,
contrary to expectations. In this regard, the central government needs to adopt policy guidance to promote the
adoption of innovation by lower-level governments. Local governments need to set up a good information
exchange platform, broaden information exchange channels, strengthen the integration of the residence permit
system and information technology, continuously optimize the residence permit system, and give full play to its
role in managing the floating population and ensuring public services.

Key Words: residence permit system; policy innovation diffusion; the event history analysis; influencing factors
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