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“Declaration of War against Germany” of old and
new Congress in the First World War

LAN Chi
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In the early First World War, Beijing government announced that China would maintain a neutral attitude.
Since then, the domestic and international situations started to change, and especially after America declared war
against Germany, the whole society in China began to discuss if China would take part in the war. In August 1917,
Duan Qirui announced that China would be in the war against Germany. However, in the term of legal principle,
“Declaration of War against Germany” was not approved by the old Congress. It was not until the end of 1918 that the
declaration was approved by the new Congress. The present essay aims to tease out the background of “Declaration of
War against Germany,” the complicated historical details behind it, and the attitude and procedure result of old and new
Congress. And further exploration is also taken to help understand the contention of interests and personal feelings
between the two Congresses.

Key Words: the First World War; “Declaration of War against Germany”; old Congress; new Congress; Beijing

government
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