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R

On Montesquieu’s political virtue: with the relationship between politics
and morality in modern political philosophy as the perspective

LI Yushu
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Party Institute of CCP, Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract: Montesquieu is unique among modern political philosophers in treating the relationship between the politics
and morality. He neither agrees to the separation of politics and morality, nor sides with their fusion, but instead
advocates political virtue. The main content of political virtue is love of state and love of law, which, different from
personal moralty or religious morality, means the morality necessary in the functioning of politics. This idea is
important in broadening the field of morality, and promoting the development of modern social morality. His doctrine
faces insurmountable theoretical difficulties on the issue of the moral foundations of the political virtue and politics.

Key Words: political virtue; politics; morality; Montesquieu; social morality
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