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The Development of Demarcation and Connotation of Hybridity in
Postcolonial Cultural Context

MIAO Ying
(Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract: Hybridity is a hotspot in current culture studies as well as a key term in postcolonialism. Hybridity is a
biological term in origin. It is contaminated with negative racial and cultural connotation in the nineteenth century
colonial racist discourse. Fanon and other anti-colonial intellectuals criticize the racial connotation of hybridity. In
1980s and 1990s, there is further connotative development of hybridity. Said emphasizes permeating existence of
cultural hybridity to refute imperialist and nationalist concept of cultural purity and essentialism. Homi Bhabha explores
the subversive and initiative nature of hybridity from language and cultural perspectives and constructs the theory of
hybridity. Analyzes the development of demarcation and connotation of hybridity in postcolonial cultural context from
historical dimension associating with different ideologies, which shows that hybridity should be studied dialectically
and context-specifically.

Key Words: post-colonialism; hybridity; hybridization; cultural identity; third space; Homi Bhabha
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