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Whether Marxism is economic determinism or not?
From Terry Eagleton’s “Why Marx Was Right”

YAN Feng, HU Wengen
(College of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: There has been an academic debate about whether Marxism is economic determinism in western public voice
or not, which directly affects people’s understanding of theory of Marxism, especially historical materialism. This paper
sets sail from historical monotonous cycle and economic ghost that belong to evaluation of Terry Eagleton to Marx. It
explores the differences of views on classical economics between Marxism and economic determinism, and then it
analyses some criticisms of economic determinism from Engels, Gramsci and Lukacs, so as to explore the true Marxist
attitude to economy. It is very important to distinguish the different economic meanings between historical materialism
and surplus value doctrine, thus it can be clear about determination of social development and historical course from the
angle of Marxism, while getting rid of its negative influence.

Key Words: Marxism; economic determinism,; historical materialism; Terry Eagleton
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