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Learning by exporting and enterprise internationalization in China
LAI Mingyong, WANG Hua, HUANG Jing

(College of Economics and Trade, Hunan University, Changsha 410079, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of “learning by exporting”, using international technology spillover model by Coe and
Helpman for reference and introducing the index of exporting R&D spillovers, this paper estimates the impact
international R&D on domestic total factors productivity through exporting. The empirical estimates form using
province level data covering the period 1998—2006 indicate that “learning by export” effects exist at the national level.
They are different at the regional level however. Further, such effects are not matching with domestic human capital to
improve TFP. Finally, relative policy recommendations are made for implementing enterprises internationalization
strategy.
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