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(1) Man: Would you show us one, please ?
Woman: Yes, could we see one of them,
please ?
Salesman: They re in the manager s office .
Yousee , we don't ...
Man : Could you possibly get one or two of
them now ?
Salesman: Er...yes, of course. Would you
wait here for a moment, please ?
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(2) Mother: Betty' s eighteen years old, Tom.

She's not a baby. Give her the
key . She always comes home ear
ly .
Father: Oh, all right.
(3) Bill: Switch the lights on, dad.
(4) Mr. Yamamoto: Help me with my coat,
Frank.
Frank : Have a good time, Father.
Mr. Yamamoto: Thank you, son.

(5) Tony: Whois it?

Allen: Open the door! Its Allen and Da-
vid .
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(6) Bill: I' d like to see the sights of the city .

Will you help me ?
Tom: Of course, I will.
(7) Miss Brown: If you were going to the
post-office, would you
mind posting these letters
for me, as they have to be
registered ?
Miss White: Of course, I will do it for
you. T'll see you tomor
row .
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(8) Woman: Excuse me, Sir, could you please

hold the door open a minute
while I get my other suitcase ?
Stranger: Certainly, let me help you. It
looks heavy .
(9) Elderly gentleman: I wonder if you would
help me get a taxi.
Fellow passenger: I d be glad to.
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(10) Mr. Crawford: Ms. Segura, step into
my office , please .

Bring your steno pad.
Laura: Yes, Sir.
(11) Student: I wonder if you could explain
that problem again.
Teacher: Certainly .
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(12) Policewoman: Wait a minute! Stop the
engine. Look! Flowers!
There are some flowers
on the bank of the canal.
Policeman: The woman in the sweetshop
said something about flow-
ers. You don't think ...
Policewoman: Quick! Contact the police
station. Tell them we
need two divers and tell
them it's urgent!
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(13) Waiter: Will that be all ?
Customer: Bring the check, please.
Waiter : Certainly .
(14) officer:

Customer Open your

What ' s

bag,
please .
under here ?
Visitor: Just personal effects .
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(15) Mrs. Farias: When is Michael coming to
pick you up ?

Joana: He said seven. [ The doorbell

rings]. Would you get the door

please , Mama ?

(16) Mrs J: Hal, will you and Bill pick up ten
pounds of potatoes, a pound of
carrots , and some bananas , while
I get the meat ?

Mr. J: All right.
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ApprOpriate English eXpressions of directives

QIU Xiang-ling

(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University , Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract : Directives , a category of Illocutionary Acts that the Speaker performs in an utterance to get the

Hearer to do something, can be classified into two groups , namely, Directives that bring the Hearer bene-

fits and Directives that bring the Hearer cost. An appropriate English expression of the latter turns out to

be influenced mainly by such social and cultural factors as the cost that a Directive may bring the Hearer,

the occasion on which it occurs, the occupation and social status of the Speaker and the Hearer, the per

sonal relationship between them, and some traditional customs and value systems in English-speaking

countries .
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