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A research on the failure of the constitutional reform and

modernization in 1898 in Hunan province

HE Wem hui
( Hunan Provincial Acade my of Social Science , Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract : This paper describes the severe conflict during the Constitutional Reform and Modernization in
1898 in Hunan Province. The reason of the conflict was the redistribution of political power with the
change of provincial officials and the arrival of cultural vanguards, especially the severe unbalance of cul-
tural power and social and political power aroused by the beginning of reform of imperial examinations . In
this process, the old elite, whose interests were infringed and faced with elimination, united to attack
fiercely the course of the Constitutional Reform and Modernization . This example is usually used to ex-
plain the characteristics of the regional culture of Hunan, and it is of universal significance from the per-
spective of political science as well .

Key words :the Constitutional Reform and Modernization in 1898 Hunan Province ; reform of imperial ex-

aminations ; political conflict
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