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From Dependence to Independence :the historical track of modern

Chinese women s awakening of the principal consciousness

CHEN Wenlian
( College of Politics and Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract : The awakening of modern Chinese women s awareness of principal consciousness is the result of
China's transition from a traditional agricultural and religious society to a modern industrial and com mer-
cial society . The © Wu Xu” political reform period was the e mbryonic stage of modern Chinese women s
awareness of principal consciousness, which didn' t reach its mature stage until “ Xing Hai” revolutionary
period. Self-support and self-esteem are the notable signs of the modern Chinese women s awareness of
principal consciousness . Rights and interests as well as awareness of freedom and equality and the social
consciousness of saving and strengthening China were established in a passel of fe male pioneers. The es-
tablishment and develop ment of the modern Chinese women s awareness of principal consciousness not only
profoundly affected Chinese women s liberal history but also enlightened the development of modern Chi-
nese women s move ment .

Key words : modern Chinese women; principal consciousness ; awakening ; women liberation
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