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A tentative discussion on how and why the way of taking

in loan words in modern Chinese changes

TANG Xianrling, WANG Zhe

( Chinese Department, Central South University , Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract : There are all kinds of ways that Chinese have created to take in a great number of loan words .

They have been perfecting these ways with the changing of the times in order to choose, take in and accept

loan words better. It shows great capacity and creativity of Chinese people and Chinese culture , including

the ability of accepting foreign culture . For the reason of language , culture and society, the way of taking

in loan words in modern Chinese changes with the time, that is, from complete transliteration (in early

stage) to free translation, the trend of being ideographic in transliteration, the resurgence of complete

transliteration and the e mergence of letter words in large numbers . In order to make a deep research of the

reason why it changes, the article studies the features of modern Chinese, the related cultural psychology

and the development of society. To deal with the problem of multi-translations of loan words in modern

Chinese , we should set up flexible standard and adopt the principle which permits different forms and

styles to coexist and to be used.

Key words : modern Chinese ; loan words ; language contact

[ - VEE



