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The derivation of the indirect bei passive construction

within minimalist Inquiries : the frame work

TAN Xiaoping
( Depart ment of Chinese , Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Hubei 430074, China)

Abstract : To solve the current problems , we put forward a proposal for the analysis of the derivation of in-
direct bei passive construction in accordance with the relevant hypothesis of Minimalist Inquiries : The
Framework . We propose that bei should be treated as a functional category specific to Chinese language,
bei passive construction undergoes move ment, the short and long passive constructions should be derived
in a uniform fashion with the same syntactic structure :[ T[ BeiP[ Bei][ vP]]]. Based on concrete instances ,
the paper provides a satisfactory explanation for the derivation of typical indirect bei passive construction
by adopting the revised the matic role hierarchy and the shortest steps condition. The the matic role hierar
chy can control the order of Merge of the arguments, the shortest steps condition can choose the proper
specifier to move to the beginning of the sentence .

Key words : Mini malist Inquiries : The Framework ; indirect bei passive construction ; a functional catego

ry ; the matic role hierarchy ; dislocation
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