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The debate in philos0phy for the ethics criterion of public poli0y

XIE Jinling , ZHAO Yuhua
( Colleg of Politics nd Administration, Central South University , Changsha 410083 , China)

Abstract : The overseas scholars dispute quite a lot about what ethics criterion of public policy should be
held . Utilitarianis m declares that the public policy must stick to the utility principle , one of the happiness
for the overwhel ming majority of the people ; Nozic contends that justice is the sense of justice and the pub-
lic policy must keep this principle ;Jhon Rawls e mbarks from the social cooperation idea, he insists that the
formulation of public policy must conform with two principles which are promoted from the distant place
state , while Amarty Sen embarks from the free development idea who insists that the ethics criterion of
public policy is the basic capability equal principle ; Ronand Dworkin believes that the formulation of the
public policy must conform with the resource equal principle , because the market is not equal . All of these
arguments have only considered the policy aspect. The authors argue that public policy should regard the
public interests as the basic value guidance , because only the public interests underly the foundational eth-
ics principle of public policy .
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