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Signing ne w treaties and re suming partly the inland waters sovereignty

in the governance of the Repybblic of China

LIU Lt min
( Department of History, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081 , China )

Abstract : During the period of the Republic of China, realizing the danger of the inland waters sovereignty ,
the then Chinese Government required Big Powers to give up the privileges in China inland waters . That
became an important content of the Abolishing Move ment. With the development of this move ment, the
efforts won the repayment gradually. New treaties meant that the inland waters sovereignty gradually re-
covered in fact . These treaties undoubtedly respected China' s inland waters sovereignty . Though it was
still only respected in the text meaning of a treaty, new treaties had legally re moved part of the restraint of
China's inland waters sovereignty . This activity of such legal procedure should be positively recognized. It
is an important step to resume the inland waters sovereignty since the Opium War (1840 —1842) . Certain-
ly, these treaties did not mean im mediate recovery of China' s inland waters sovereignty . Because Big Pow-
ers were unwilling to really give up their privileges . In addition, the Kuomintang government betrayed her
country , China's inland waters sovereignty could not be totally resumed. After the new treaties were
signed, the situation relating to China s inland waters sovereignty lasted until the Kuomintang govern ment
collapsed .

Key words :inland waters sovereignty ; abolishing move ment ; the Republic of China government ; resuming

the sovereignty
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