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On the boundary of Lite rary Study

GAO Xiao kang
(Institute of Chinese Traditional Drama and Immaterial Heritage , Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The debate about the boundary of Literary Study is an important theme. Researches of literary
theory experienced “ Turning Inward” in 1980 s and changed to “ Turning Outward” in 1990's, and the ob-
jects of researches were changed from literary works to cultural phenomena, thus giving rise to the prob-
lem of “transgression” . From the viewpoint of subject development , it is active to research from literature
to wider cultural field. But the real proble m is that the attitude to cultural critics may cause a kind of dam-
age to objectivity and fairness of acade mic study. Therefore, Literary Study should be back to literary text
and concrete phenomena .

Key words : Literary Study ; the boundary of subject; transgression; cultural critics ; back to literary text
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