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a. All the work (PT), we will do for you.

b. How they can live in that filthy town (PT), I
will never know.

c. A horrible mess (PT) you have made of it.
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An adaptive analysis of the marked preposed theme of
Chinese and English languages

ZHANG Yanjun

(Foreign Language Department, Xiamen University of Technology, Xiamen 361000, China)

Abstract: Jef Verschueren conceives that the explicit phenomenon such as preposition in syntactic processing should be
analyzed with great care. He did not offer, however, further exploration. This paper attempts to find the pragmatic
motivations of the Marked Preposed Theme (MPT) among form-function matching, to testify that syntactic variations
are not always restricted by syntax. It is found that, as a variable construction, the MPT results from negotiation and
adaptation in linguistic context and communicative context where context and structure adapt mutually. The use of MPT
is a process of choice making based on pragmatic strategies.
Key words: the Marked Preposed Theme; variability negotiability adaptability
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