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Construction of the royal power under the century-fight context of ''the
host origin'" and ""the guest origin" in the State of Qin

XIONG Yong
(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Since the Warring States period, the State of Qin had encountered a trapped situation in
development, hence seeking opportunities for change. In the name of Qin Xiaogong’s political sincerity of
"respecting the officials and distributing the land", the State of Qin smoothly carried out the plan of attracting
talents from the East to assist the nation-building of the State of Qin. Thus, the two groups of forces of the
local "host origin" and the foreign "guest origin" made continuous achievements in promoting the cause of
farming and war in the State of Qin. But there appeared a trend for the two forces to take turns of aiding and
constraining in the construction of the monarchy of the State of Qin, and profound changes took place in its
traditional power pattern. Its kings of two generations, King Zhaoxiang and King Zhuangxiang, both
returned to Qin from other states to inherit the throne, so they had to rely on the power of "the guest origin"
to consolidate their rule. As a result, the fight between the two power groups intensified, which triggered a
blind anti-foreign trend in the political arena of the State of Qin. After Qin emperor, Qin Shihuang, came to
power, he adopted the policy of "eliminating Lv Buwei, suppressing Wang Jian, supporting Meng Tian and
uniting Li Si" to resolve the ruling crisis. This actually implied the historical thread that the State of Qin, in
constructing its royal power, intended to get rid of the constraints of the two major power groups of military
and political elites, and finally moved towards despotism.

Key Words: respecting the officials and distributing the land; "the host origin"; "the guest origin";
construction of the royal power
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