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Ideas of ideology in The German | deology
ZHONG Qidong
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The German ldeology is a key text that witnesses the simultaneous occurrence and mutual
reinforcement of the philosophical revolution of historical materialism and the terminology revolution of
ideological theory. It is the ideological criticism that led to historical materialism. Although there are still many
controversies in the understanding of Marxist views of ideology due to the fact that the original text did not
provide a clear expression or definition of the essential concept of ideology, there would be no one who would
doubt the special importance of using this text to grasp and interpret the internal logic of ideology within the
framework of historical materialism. In fact, it is within the negative ideological critique (that is, both the criticism
of German ideology and ideology in general) that Marx and Engels established the affirmative theoretical
connotation. From the dimensions of the source of generation, the essential connotation, functional structures, and
its governing law, they profoundly uncovered the basic principles of ideology that "material production
determines spiritual production", that "idea-ruling is to put the very interest as the common interest of all", that
"the ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas", and that "ideas are made up and put into mind”,
all of which laid down the conceptual principles and spiritual concepts of the Marxist ideological theory.

Key Words: Marx; Engels; historical materialism; ideology; law
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