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On the selection of the Wan Lang and the for mation of
aristocratic incentive mechanism in the Northern Dynasty

LIU Jun
(Research Institute of Ancient Documents, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: After the funeral of emperor Jin of Han Dynasty, the children of famous officials were selected as
the coffin mourning ceremony, and the ceremony performance showed the harmonious situation of one heart
and one mind between monarchs and officials. Down to the Northern Dynasty, Wan Lang gradually derived
from the political function of official qualification and official way based on his ceremonial role, and a new
way was opened to enter the official world in addition to the ninth-grade-ranking official law. Abiding by the
selecting rules of identity hierarchy in the aristocratic society, the selection of Wan Lang is bound to be
closely tied to their family backgrounds. However, its purpose is not merely to consolidate the family rank
system, but to moderately introduce the competitive convection mechanism into the established family rank
and benefit distribution pattern, and give various concessions in terms of official advancement, such as
relaxing the age limit for entering the official position, breaking through the limitations of the family
background, and making extraordinary super transfer appointments, so as to encourage the elite of the gentry
to forge ahead and put an end to the accumulated disadvantages of aristocracy. In this context, academic
quality and social prestige became the key to the birth of Wan Lang, which to a certain extent changed the
closed and solidified situation of the upper class society. In fact, together with Xiuxiao imperial examination
and official school trial, it opened a precedent for the imperial examination system of later generations.
Although the pace of progress is quite limited, the positive significance of improving the medieval
aristocratic society can not be erased.

Key Words: Northern Dynasty; Wan Lang (#E[}); gentry system; identity hierarchy; the way of career
advancement; excitation mechanism
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