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The evolutionary logic and misunder standing of Althusserians Theory of
Production Mode: From LouisAlthusser, Etienne Balibar to Nicos
Poulantzas

LI Huanan, WANG Haobin
(School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The mode of production is an important concept of historical materialism. As Marx did not give it
a clear definition, Western Marxism produced various theoretical ways in the process of reconstructing the
mode of production, of which the reconstructive way represented by Althusser, Balibar and Poulantzas is one
of the most typical. In the process of reconstruction, the path is first manifested by the dialectical causality of
the unity of opposites substituted by the causality theory of over-determination, then by power struggle
replacing class struggle based on relations of production, and finally by discourse taking the place of the
determination of productive forces and production relations to the social formation. Although this way of
reinterpretation has a significant effect on the critique of the "economic-technical" determination represented
by the Second and Third Internationals, it slid into a "occasionality" view of history that departed from
historical materialism and toward to the theoretical misunderstanding of Post-Marxism. What is more, it has
a profound theoretical effect on the western left-wing.

Key Words: mode of production; over-determination; power struggle; ideology; discourse
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