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Construction of the Self in the writing of ""Shishi'" poetry by scholars of
the transitional period of Ming and Qing dynasties:
A discussion centered on Qian Qianyi

ZHANG Nana
(Jiangnan Culture Research Institute, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, china)

Abstract: In the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, the scholars of the transitional period, represented by
Qian Qianyi, in their "Shishi" creations, reinterpreted the concept of "Shishi" and combined historical
records of the public space with the writing of the Self of private dimension, performing an
"autobiographical" writing. In addition to complementing and proving history in his poetry, Qian Qian Yi
added his interpretation of identity, mentality, and memory to the tradition of Yi-min poetry, further
extending the poet's space for writing the Self. For example, in his poetic compositions, he inscribed his
personal images into the grand historical narrative, linking "the history of an individual" with "the allusions
of one dynasty", while in the social network, he undertook the discourse of the Self by cutting and distilling
the words and deeds of the "Other" (historical figures of that dynasty). In addition, Wu Meicun’s "mask"
poetic art which resorted to "cultural vagabonds", Qian Chengzhi's personal chronicle, and Du Jun’s "Dream
Style", together with Qian Qianyi's poetry about history, all presented the construction of the Self in the
creation of "Shishi" poetry by the scholars of the Ming-Qing transitional period. These writings enriched the
aesthetic practice and interpretation system of the "Shishi" poetry, and provided a reference for us to explore
the literary and artistic innovation at the time of change.

Key Words: the Ming-Qing transition; the scholars' Shishi; construction of the Self ; Qian Qianyi
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