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Narrative theory and dual interpretation of comments
on Pingshan Lengyan

LIU Xuelian
(College of Arts, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116081, China)

Abstract: Pingshan Lengyan is a representative of romantic novels in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties,
but there have been few books of comments on it, of which Tian Huangzang Owner's Book of Criticisms is
one with high theoretical value of commenting. This book, by adopting the method of "Branches and
Leaves", undertakes a spatial deconstruction on the narrative structure of the novel, discloses the dynamic
change in the narrative time and space of the novel with the narrative theories of "cloud rising with water
draining", and interprets the narrative context with "an idle pen". As Tian Huangzang owner is both the
author and commentator of the novel, such double identity has formed a "double interpretation" of the
narrative skill of the novel, which is not only helpful for readers to read and recognize the creative thinking
process and creative tendency of the author, but also generates a theoretical value and thinking dimension
which is closer to the text.

Key Words: Pingshan Lengyan; Tian Huazang owner; comments on fiction; narrative context; narrative

function
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