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Critique of ideology or critique of political economics?
Reflection upon the theoretical orientation of
Marx's critique of commodity fetishism

LI Fengling
(School of Marxism, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: Ideological critique cannot replace political economics critique, and Marx’s critique of commodity
fetishism cannot be simply reduced to the ideological critique, either. Although the commodity fetishism
proposed by Marx in Das Kapital has the similar characteristics of the ideological concepts discussed earlier,
there are differences between them. Meanwhile, commodity fetishism is not the form of value itself, but its
result. Under the action of the form of value and its development, the labor social relationship becomes
mysterious because it is covered by the form of things in the process of commodity exchange, and then such
form of things is unintentionally or intentionally raised into the thinking mode and concept of bourgeois
economists. Therefore, commodity fetishism is an objective fact firstly, and then is a conceptual fact, which
means that Marx’s critique of commodity fetishism can only be a political economic critique containing a
thorough ideological critique. This kind of criticism constitutes the theoretical growth point of Marx's
political economics transcending the previous political economics. It is an important manifestation of the
concrete application and perfection of historical materialism in political economics, and also an important
theoretical perspective for us to examine the development of modern society.

Key Words: Marx; commodity fetishism; critique of ideology; critique of political economics
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