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On the examination and judgment of scientific evidence in
eco-environmental trial: Integration of scientism and
public participation

MA Chisheng

(School of Law and Public Administration, Hunan University of Science and Technology,
Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: The trial of eco-environmental protection cases often involves the examination and judgment of
scientific evidence. Scientism helps judges review and judge scientific evidence, but due to the implicit
uncertainty of scientism, it also leads to uncertainty about the criteria and procedures for reviewing and
judgment. Although its uncertainty can be remedied by the public participation system represented by
People's Assessors, due to the shortcomings of the People's Accessory System, it is impossible to effectively
integrate the public participation system into the review and judgment of scientific evidence under the
leadership of scientism. Therefore, it is necessary to straighten out the relationship between procedural
justice and scientism in accordance with the basic requirements of the environment justice system and the
characteristics of scientific evidence, clarify the conditions for people's assessors to participate in the
exchange of evidence before court, formulate a problem description of "factual trial", and coordinate the
proportion of ordinary people's assessors and expert jurors participating in court hearings to improve the
People's Accessory System, so as to promote the new integration of scientism and public participation.

Key Words: environment justice; scientific evidence; scientism; public participation
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