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The ethical limits of self-sacrifice
ZHOU Jinping
(Shool of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Self-sacrifice implies autonomously giving up one's own benefits or even life in order to meet the
needs of others or the society. Its ethical feature lies in being non-profitable and absolutely subjective,
carrying an altruistic moral trend and relying on subjective preferences. The essential reason why
self-sacrifice needs ethical limits is that such a behavior may lead to the negation of the self, harm the
benefits of the group in disadvantageous social status, and fall in the trap of moral relativism. Therefore,
self-sacrifice should be the last choice with interpersonal equality as its prerequisite, and the value
orientation should be in tune with the common sense of moral reason.

Key Words: the self-sacrifice; ethics; limits; altruism.
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