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Theimplication of “ scientific dialectics’ and its practical effects:
Engels criticism at and transcendence over Hegel's dialectics

LIU Shun
(School of Marxism, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: Scientificalness is the premise of Engels' interpretation of dialectics. The Hegelian dialectics,
which regards the law of mass interconversion, the unity of opposites and the negative law of negation as
pure thinking activities, is the focus that Engels’ scientific dialectical thought aims to criticize. The
relationship between Hegelian dialectics and scientific dialectics is just like the mutual exclusion between
abstract speculation and scientific truth. According to Engels, dialectics can only originate from nature in
itself rather than conceptual nature, and it should not impose the so-called laws of thinking onto the nature;
Dialectics is not a passive mapping of the natural world, but a profound disclosure of the universal
connections of humanized nature mediated by practice; We should deduce materialist dialectics under the
coupled paradigm of in-itself and for-oneself, so as to coordinate the symbiotic relationship between humans
and the nature. From the perspective of scientific dialectics, human beings should avoid the needless debates
between ecocentrism and anthropocentrism, and then, under the people-oriented socialist system, break the
double “exploitation” onto human beings and the nature by the capital logic of maximizing profits, truly
regard them as a community of life, and strive to build the modernization in which they coexist in harmony.

Key Words: Engels; scientific dialectics; Hegelian dialectics; natural dialectics; laws of thinking; scientific

truth
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