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Document research on
the legendary complete manuscript of Yanyun Pavilion

PAN Peizhong, JIANG Siting
(Department of Chinese, SunYat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: As a classic play performed on the stage of Ming and Qing Dynasties, many manuscripts of
Yanyun Pavilion by Zhu Zuochao have been handed down, but the relationship between these versions has
not been clarified. Through investigation, we have found that there are at least six full manuscripts of the
play, which can be classified into theatrical troupe kind and revised kind by Qu experts. The former includes
"33 scene- edition" and "34 scene-edition”, and the latter includes Yinliuzhai edition and Guwulianshaolu
edition. The former is considered as extremely classical “music on the stage” in terms of characterization,
conception and composition of the play, its dramatic language and so on. And "Yinliuzhai edition" of the
latter revises the theatrical troupe version greatly from the aspects of its main contents and lyrics so that it is
greatly improved in art and reflects the taste and drama concept of Qu expert Xu Zhiheng.

Key Words: Zhu Zuochao; Yanyun Pavilion; manuscripts; theatrical troupe version; revised version by Qu
experts; Xu Zhiheng
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