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The compilation of Selected Readings of Contemporary Writings and the
conflict of theliterary interest in the middle and late Ming Dynasty

ZHENG Xiong
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Selected Readings of Contemporary Writings compiled by Sun Kuang, Yu Yin and Tang Hezheng
during the Wanli period in the Ming Dynasty, is the product of the second time that Sun Kuang presided over
the compilation and selection of the poetry and essays of the Ming Dynasty. Sun Kuang praised Li
Mengyang, the leader of the Qiangizi, hence following Li’s literary values in choosing writings, and further
manifesting such characteristics as selecting compositions that ignore Cifu and poetry, " Only from Hongzhi
and Zhengde" , and stressing "rhetoric" while despising "Tao". Tang Hezheng, as successor and host engraver,
whose interest was inclined to the Tang-Song School though, advocated the inseparability of "rhetoric" and
"Tao", hence adding the section of articles highlighting "Tao". As the editors were closely related to the Fugu
School and Tang-Song School that were active in the middle and late Ming dynasty, Selected Readings of
Contemporary Writings became an excellent example of the conflict in literary interest between the two
schools. According to this, there exists bias in the judgment from the officials of Siku in the Qing Dynasty
that Selected Readings of Contemporary Writings takes Li Mengyang as the standard.

Key Words: Sun Kuang; Selected Readings of Contemporary Writings; Fugu School; Tang-Song School;
literary interest
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