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Utilization and protection of personal information in
big data governancein thefield of public health

XU Zhongyuan, HE Shucen
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: The use of personal information is a core element of big data governance in public health. In
China's public health data governance, there are practical problems such as balance between the privacy of
personal information and conflict of public value, the dilemma of information integration among multiple
governance subjects, and relief impediment of private law remedies for constructive damage to personal
information interests. The lag of relevant laws and regulations in the field of public health in big data
governance and personal information protection rules is the superficial reason that hinders the efficiency of
information utilization and weakens the protection of rights and interests. The value contradiction between
personal privacy protection and public health protection is the theoretical root cause. To restrict the private
interests of personal information, we should take guaranteeing public health security as the legal basis and
value basis, abide by the differentiated and dynamic compliance processing rules which are based on
contextual deconstruction as well as the limit requirements for remedies. And we should improve relevant
legal norms, including specifying the differentiated disclosure of personal information, sharing of personal
information, clarifying the allocation of powers and responsibilities of multiple subjects, and strengthening
administrative supervision and remedies for personal information rights and interests.

Key Words. public health; big data governance; sensitive personal information; conflict of interest;
contextual integrity theory
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