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The category differentiation and significance analysis of
“value’” “ethics’ and “morality”:
Based on the per spectives of pragmatism and naturalism

XU Tao

(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

9% ¢

Abstract: There is no consensus on the definition and distinction of such categories as “value” “ethics” and

“morality” in the academic circles at home and abroad, so it is necessary to distinguish and categorize them.

9 ¢

After an exploration into the origins of “value” “ethics” and “morality” from the perspectives of pragmatism
and naturalism, it can be known that the original connotation of “value” is the evaluation of things or objects
according to the needs of survival and development, in which “good and evil, good and bad” evaluation of
people’s life and behavior is the value evaluation of ethical dimension, and the evaluation of “beautiful and
ugly” of things is the value evaluation of aesthetic dimension. The original connotation of morality is the
code and norm of conduct spontaneously formed or actively constructed in the survival and development of a
specific community. “Value” “ethics” and “morality” have internal relations, but also have significant
differences in concerns and perspectives.

Key Words: pragmatism; naturalism; value; ethics; morality
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