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With the platform asthe focus: A new vision of
legal gover nance in network society

ZHANG Xinping
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: The legal governance of the network society is an epochal problem. Due to the intertwined and
transient changes of various online-offline relationships in the network society, as well as the crisscrossing of
the governance relationships themselves, the legal governance of the network society in our country pays too
much attention to the issue of specific rules in response to hot topics, there exists the "weightlessness"
malaise of only discussing problems for problems and discussing governance for governance. Only when the
internet society is governed legally with the platform as the focus, can we grasp the essence of the problem.
The platform-focused specific development of legal governance in the network society must start from two
dimensions: conceptual adjustment and institutional structure. The concept dimension must respect the
internal mechanism of network platform operation, the law of digital economy development and the dynamic
expansion logic of network platform, while the dimension of the institutional system should be a
macro-structure of a legal system with the Constitution as the basis, with three specialized laws as the
backbone, including the Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Law, the Software Development and
Innovation Promotion Law, and the Information Content Regulation Management Law, coordinated and
matched by several other laws and regulations.

Key Words: network society; network platform; legal governance; instrument rationality; platform
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