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A testifying inter pretation of A Dream of Red Mansions
by Meng Chi Shuo Meng: Also on its significance
to the study on the reading history of popular novels

WEN Qingxin
(College of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, China)

Abstract: Meng Chi Shuo Meng, which was created at the same period from Tongzhi to Guangxu in the
Qing Dynasty as A Dream of Red Mansions, regarded the latter as a classic canon. By altering the academic
identity of A Dream of Red Mansions as fiction, Meng Chi Shuo Meng, from the perspective of testification,
attempts to take its writing of low-rank officials as an intrinsic factor for popularization analysis, hoping to
arouse gentlemanlike readers to attain their catharsis pilgrimage in the process of reading A Dream of Red
Mansions. As a special reading perspective of popular novels, testification is an important manifestation for
the reader at that time to explore the social value of popular novels. This approach changes the social role of
popular fiction and constructs its existential identity, not only helping to expand the channels for the
acceptance of popular fiction texts, but also exploring the expectations of the intellectuals on how popular
novels could invade into the daily lives of ordinary people.
Key Words: A Dream of Red Mansions; Meng Chi Shuo Meng; testification; reading history
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