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Zhou Libo’'snoves and the construction of
southern aesthetic discour se of the 17-year literature

LIU Qilin
(School of Literature, Hebei University, Baoding 071002, China)

Abstract: The evaluation that Zhou Libo’s novels are of "side performance" and are not clear enough about
the temperament of the times results from a misreading caused by geopolitical differences and regional
cultural uniqueness. The unbalanced development of Chinese history and the cultural relics of "family,
country and the world" have worked together in forming a differential order pattern between the northern
central area and the southern radiation area of geopolitical ecology in the 17-year period. Zhou Libo’s novels
present the characteristics of "side performance", of which the real reason is to explore the personality
representation and thinking mode of the Southern political and cultural radiation area accepting the northern
political central discourse in this period. His works not only reveal the spiritual personality characteristics,
ideological state and cultural integration when the southern local discourse collides with the political central
discourse, but also profoundly explore the discourse interpretation scene, meaning interpretation path and
value identification logic where the southern local discourse accepts the political central discourse. The
southern aesthetic discourse in the 17-year literature represented by Zhou Libo’s novels has the nature of
artistic classics, which effectively reflects the sense of hierarchy and richness of China’s socialist revolution
and construction practice.

Key Words: Zhou Libo’s novels; southern aesthetic discourse; geopolitical ecology; personality

representation; thinking model; nature of artistic classics
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