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Can statusidentity enhance cor por ate social responsibility?
Evidence from the survey data of Chinese private enterprises

MAO Defeng', PENG Fei’, CHEN Yi'

(1. School of Business, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China;
2. School of Economics, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Status identity is an intrinsic driving force in promoting entrepreneurship, while donation is a
major expression of corporate social responsibility (CSR), and between these two, there is a direct
correlation. Based on 2002-2016 survey data of Chinese private enterprises, this paper examines the impact
of entrepreneur status identification on CSR performance. The results show that the improvement of status
identity of private entrepreneurs can significantly improve donation intention and donation scale. This
conclusion 1is still robust after the test of instrumental variables, alternative measurement methods and
unobserved factors. Heterogeneity analysis shows that for an enterprise of larger scale, lower tax burden,
better political connection and better business environment, the positive effect of status identity on its
execution of social responsibility is more obvious. The mechanism test shows that status identity can
effectively improve corporate reputation behavior and prosocial behavior, and promote enterprises to fulfill
social responsibility. In order to enhance the status identity and social responsibility awareness of
entrepreneurs, it is necessary to promote entrepreneurship, create a social environment that respects and
encourages entrepreneurs, and strengthen the collection and management constraints on the non-tax burden
of local governments.

Key Words: entrepreneur status identity; corporate social responsibility; corporate philanthropy; reputation
behavior; prosocial behavior
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