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Marx and Engels criticism and transcendence of
thetheory of “Opposing the Wor ker-Peasant Alliance”

ZHAO Ruifu, HUAN Qingzhi
(School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In the middle and late 19th century, those for the theory of “Opposing the Worker-Peasant
Alliance” represented by Herzen, Bakunin, Tkachev and others advocated that peasants were natural subjects
of social revolution, exaggerated the superiority of the Russian village community system, publicized the
unreliability of the working class, suggested giving up armed struggle to seek the so-called "instinctive
liberation", and attempted to destroy the relationship between workers and peasants and to divide the
revolutionary powers. Starting from the theoretical perspective of Scientific Socialism, Marx and Engels
profoundly criticized the theory of “Opposing the Worker-Peasant Alliance”, criticizing its argument fiction
with empirical facts, its idealistic view of history with Historical Materialism, and its negative view of
revolution with positive view of revolution. Through specific analysis of the relationship between workers
and peasants in capitalist society, Marx and Engels clarified the strategy for the socialist revolution and
construction, the strategy that workers guide peasants, and workers and peasants collaborate and help each
other, hence fulfilling the transcendence of the theory of “Opposing the Worker-Peasant Alliance”. Now,
reviewing Marx and Engles’ criticism and transcendence of the theory of “Opposing the Worker-Peasant
Alliance” is of great practical significance for a deeper understanding of Marxist classical texts and thoughts,
for a correct knowledge of social-class relation and community-governance issue, and for the strict
upholding of CPCC authority with President Xi as the core.

Key Words: the theory of “Opposing the Worker-Peasant Alliance”; the Worker-Peasant Alliance; Scientific

Socialism; Russian revolution; populism
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