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From “Four Principles’ to “Four Seas’:
The approach of Mencius thought of publicity

ZHU Cheng

(Research Institute of Chinese Modern Thoughts and Culture,
Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: Publicity is one of the essential attributes of our being in the world, and about this issue, Mencius
has given full play. Mencius advocates that everyone has “Four Principles”, which describes not only the
individual’s kind nature and moral reason, but also the basis for human beings to lead a good public life, and
which can construct premise of human nature in the public life in the sense of “Four Seas”. Mencius believes
that in real public life, we should have public devotion and ration, and set priority to public values. Those in
power, when using public power, should submit the pursuit of private interests to the appeal of public reason,
take the masses as the basis of public politics, treat public morale and public mind as the constraints for
public power use, and attain the ideal public life in the way of benevolent governance, so as to achieve the
realization from the good of the individual of the “Four Principles” to the good of the public of the “Four
Seas”.
Key Words: Mencius; publicity; “the Four Principles”; “the Four Seas”
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