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The meaning reconstruction of Chineseideology and culture
in the late Qing Dynasty and the emer gence of modern Chinese literature

HUANG Jian, LU Shan
(School of Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Ever since the late Qing Dynasty, whenever there has been drastic agitation in the traditional
culture and traditional meaning system, the modern circle of Chinese ideology and culture, by both
criticizing traditional thoughts and combining the target of “national reconstruction”, would have put forward
the issue of meaning reconstruction, to aim at “borrowing ideology and culture to solve problems”, and
constructing a whole set of meaning system with modernity value. This not only echoes the appeals for the
reform of the times, but also becomes the logical basis for the emergence of Chinese New Culture and New
Literature. Chen Duxiu, Hu Shi and others strongly advocated “literature reformation” and “literature
revolution”, whose focus is on the overall transformation of the new literature at both value and meaning
levels, in the hope that new literature can take an essential turn in the following two aspects. One is to
transcend the meaning constraints of "writings conveying the Tao", which manifests modern Chinese
people's pursuit for individuality emancipation, personality independence and spirit freedom. The other is to
endow new literature with the meaning connotation of modernity value through cultural introspection and
criticism. This makes Chinese New Literature show such writing features from the very beginning as modern
Chinese character, psychology, spirit and many other fields to be attended to, hence revealing such creating
trends as exploring into deep national culture character and psychological structure, holding striking
creation concept with modernity value, and finally vigorously promoting the modern transformation and
development of Chinese culture and literature.

Key Words: meaning reconstruction; modern transformation; New Culture; New Literature
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