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On theidentification of environmental public interest

LIU Jiaqi
(School of Law, Liaoning University, Shenyang110136, China)

Abstract: Environmental public interest is not a self-evident concept, nor can it be identified because of its
ambiguity and uncertainty. The identification of environmental public interest is the process and final result,
which makes the environmental public interest move from the ambiguity and uncertainty to the clarity and
certainty. Firstly, in terms of identification criteria, the identification of environmental public interest should
be based on ecological environment security. Then, on the basis of following the substantive and procedural
standards of public interest identification, we should further follow the sustainability standards. Secondly, tn
terms of identification ways, the identification of environmental public interest should adopt typological way,
and should be classified into legislative purpose type, right basis type, power basis type and content
enumeration type according to the normative purposes, and then the specific identification methods of each
type can be made clear respectively. Finally, in terms of grasping the key points in identification process, the
identification of environmental public interest should also consider its special mechanism with focal
attention to Man-Environment-Man rather than replacing the value judgment with scientific rationality, and
should ensure the negotiation between the multi stakeholders involved and the legitimacy of the
identification process. On this basis, we should also clarify the relationships between environmental public
interest and related interest types such as environmental public interest, government interest, environmental
private interest.

Key Words. environmental public interest; identification of interest; ecological environment security;
classification
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