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The academic thrust and theoretical value of
Wang Xinjing's views on the Four Books

LI Jingfeng
(Department of Philosophy, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract: Wang Xinjing was one of the few scholars who revered Yangming's philosophy of the mind in the
ideological trend of "Honoring Chu but Debasing Wang" during the early Qing Dynasty. Contrary to the
thinking of the times, Wang Xinjing, through his creative interpretation of the Four Books, took an active
part in and responded to the national academic issue of "the Dispute between Chu and Wang", hence starting
such academic interests as "taking Great Learning as the doctrine", "integrating Chu and Wang", "attaching
importance to emphasis and reverence" and "getting rid of exegesis". Although his insistence on Yangming's
philosophy did not succeed in changing the decline of this doctrine, and also failed to resist the emergence of
exegesis as the mainstream in the Qianjia period, it did maintain the dominant position of Yangming's
philosophy in Guanzhong region in the early Qing dynasty, and, in the form of "the study of exegesis",
prevented the penetration of the textual research. Besides, it revealed, in the form of case study, that
Yangming's philosophy and Qianjia Sinology are essentially different in geography, time and space rather
than being synchronous and equi-substantial in the process of evolution in different regions of the Qing
Dynasty. This case study enlightens that in academic study, we must pay attention to the complex
relationships between territoriality and universality so as to avoid the deviation and mistake that a region
represents the whole country or that the whole country obscures a region.
Key Words: Wang Xinjing; study on the Four Books; integrating Chu Hsi and Wang Yangming; return from
Wang Yangming's theory to Chu Hsi's theory
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