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On the model transformation of
river basin environmental risk management

DU Jianxun, LIAO Caishun
(School of Economic Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract: Watershed environment has typical characteristics of complexity and integrity, which is an
important field of risk management. China's traditional river basin environmental risk governance model is
facing the dilemma of fragmented regulation, which has the disadvantages of administrative unitary
regulation, lacking river basin risk communication, and has not formed a governance joint force among
multiple regulatory subjects, so it cannot fully meet the challenges of river basin environmental risk. The
transformation of watershed environmental risk management model must give full play to the joint efforts of
public and private subjects at the levels of legislation, law enforcement and justice, and use multiple
regulatory tools to prevent and manage watershed environmental risks. This transformation is in line with the
practical needs of the overall governance of the river basin, has sufficient constitutional and environmental
legal support, and is in line with modern governance theories such as cooperative governance and common
governance of the river basin. In the process of governance model transformation, the basin environmental
risk governance structure should center around the two dimensions between the public and private sectors
and within the public sector, systematically improve the democracy and effectiveness of basin public
governance, and transform the traditional control route of division, control and formal participation into a
public-private cooperation model of overall, prevention and substantive participation.

Key Words: watershed management; command control regulation; risk prevention; public private
partnership
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