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The united struggles of Chinese merchants against foreign businessmen in
payment disputesin the Late Qing Dynasty

CAO Ying
(College of History and Culture, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, Chinese merchants and their commercial organizations carried out
united struggles against foreign businessmen to solve the problem of payment in arrears. They were helpless
choices made by Chinese businessmen under the oppression of power, and also the inheritance and extension
of China's inherent commercial customs in the economic exchanges between China and Western countries.
This kind of struggles had appeared from time to time since the 1870s, and the places were mainly in the port
areas, especially in Shanghai and Hankou, the distribution centers of tea and raw silk trade, where the
struggles were the most intense and typical. There were two main ways of struggles: the first was to jointly
agree on new trade regulations to prevent and punish foreign merchants' default on payment for goods; The
second was to collectively accuse foreign businessmen of dishonesty, fraud and oppression, and boycott
trading with them. Most of these struggles were organized and carried out by trade guilds or regional
business groups, which reflected the modern transfoArmation of Chinese traditional commercial
organizations. In the late Qing Dynasty, when China's national strength was weak, they played an important
role in reducing the invasion and oppression of foreign forces and establishing equal and mutually beneficial
economic and trade relations between China and foreign countries. However, due to the limitations of their
organizational forms and the lack of strong support from the government, they failed to exert widespread
momentum and influence.
Key Words. the Late Qing Dynasty; payment disputes with foreigners; Chinese merchants; the united
struggles
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