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An outline of historical poeticsof literary history discourse
YAN Shuisheng
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, GuiZhou Minzu University, GuiYang 550025, China)

Abstract: As a kind of discourse practice, literary history compilation includes poetic forms such as
interpretation mode, rhetorical structure and plot structure. All literary history compilation inevitably shows
ideological elements which are difficult to be resolved. Ideological position will inevitably affect the
language structure, plot mode and interpretation mode of literary history compilation. There are several main
modes of interpretation in the discourse of literary history, such as mechanism, organicism, determinism,
relativism and formalism. The discourse tradition of Chinese literary history writing presents the
transformation of metaphor, metonymy, trope, synecdoche, allegory and so on at different stages or links.
Most scholars of literary history show different ideological positions, such as radicalism, enlightenment,
revolutionary-ism, nationalism, idealism, and so on. Plot arrangement modes of mythology, comedy,
romance and others modes are also reflected in the discourse of literary history.

Key Words: historical poetics; literary history discourse; language structure; ideology
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