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Deconstructing the presumption of punctumtemporisin
theimage reflection: E. H. Gombrich’sreviews on
G. E. Lessing'sdistinctions between poetry and painting

MU Chun
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: G. E. Lessing’s Laocoon is a classic work in western art history which makes the distinctions
between temporal art and spatial art. E. H. Gombrich interprets the disputations between G. E. Lessing and
J. J. Winckelmann on art history and discloses the essential intention of Lessing's argumentations and
distinctions. By refuting the concept "punctumtemporis" presupposed by western image reflection, that is the
artificially spatialized moment, and by revealing the time interval in image reading, Gombrich, in his study
on image psychology, completely deconstructs some premises by which the western art philosophy
differentiates temporal art and spatial art. Gombrich's interpretations of and challenges against Lessing's
Laocoon and its presumptions manifests the persistent pursuit for truth in the tradition of western
Humanities.

Key Words: E. H. Gombrich; G. E. Lessing; the distinctions of poetry and painting; punctumtemporis
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