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| deas of rural governancein Ritesof Zhou
SONG Huayu
(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: In the planning of state governance in Rites of Zhou, there are two parallel threads of thinking.
One is to rule the public from the state level, and the other is to govern the public with propriety from
township organizations. These two lines of thinking are manifested by the differences between the
responsibilities and duties of interior district masters (£ ifi) and grand masters (% K K). The interior district
(%) as an administrative unit in Rites of Zhou keeps the prototype of the governing system of combining
both the state and the rural in the Spring and Autumn Period and also holds the characteristics of regional
administration of hierarchy in the Warring States Period. This kind of “mixed” system design is related to
political experiences of the Confucianists at that time, reflecting the Confucianists’ response to the political
situation in the Warring States Period. From the drinking ceremony and the archery ceremony in the
countryside recorded in the Book of Etiquette to the drinking rites and the archery rites in the Rites of Zhou,
there are obvious great changes in the involved scopes, the participants and the functions of the rites, and the
changes can be summarized as regional governance through rites under the centralized state that Rites of
Zhou attempted to transfer from the original nongovernmental etiquette of the Confucianists. The
continuation of Rites of Zhou to maintain the Confucianist tradition of attaching importance to folk etiquette
and its combination with the political trend of the united totalitarian state, constitute the transitional part in
the process for Confucianist rites to transfer from the folk level to the state level. This line of thinking which
balances the folk and the state is unique in various political thoughts about dealing with the national
governance and regional governance in the mid and late Warring States Period, and is later implemented in
many aspects of the political practices of Han dynasty.

Key Words: Rites of Zhou; rural governance; the drinking rites; grassroots governance

[(%miE: A E]



