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Shen Congwen's multifaces seen
from Sketches of a Trip to West Hunan and West Hunan

TANG Xiaoxiang
(School of Literature and Journalism, Inner Mongolian University, Hohhot 010070, China)

Abstract: From the two collections of essays on home-coming, Sketches of a Trip to West Hunan and West
Hunan, we can see the author's dual perspectives and visions combining both modern civilization and local
color in observing and writing his west Hunan, his deep concern about locality and his methodology of
reflecting on thinking. We can also feel the author’s tenacious belief that literature can reconstruct a society,
a country and a new man, his pondering over the collision between traditional rural civilization and modern
urban civilization, and his clear insights into the dilemma of enlightenment and the finiteness of human
knowledge and rationality. Hence, we can discover multiple facets in both Shen Congwen and his works.
Since the 1980s, Shen Congwen has emerged to the surface of history from the pure literary knowledge
pedigree, and has gradually been canonized in the history of literature. This kind of reading method that
seems to return to the literary ontology is actually a dilution and simplification of the richness and
complexity of the writer. Behind the canonization of literature, there tend to exist complicated social and
political factors. And how to treat and carry out the canonization of literature is worthy of more in-depth
thinking.
Key Words: Shen Congwen; Sketches of a Trip to West Hunan; West Hunan; locality; lonesome
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On therelationship between Xie Tao's Fiction Notes and the evolution of
novel criticism in the early Republic of China

ZHU Zebao
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Jie Tao's Fiction Notes, as the first separate edition published about novel criticism, occupied a
unique place in the history of novel criticism in the early Republic of China, hence holding pioneering
significance in multi-dimensions. It transcended the common social and political criticism at that time, and
some discussions in it about art of fiction writing have become a separate school, tending to be more original
and professional. Although compiled in traditional discourse and form, the book contains insights into the
evolution of novels, which are still of great referential value to our contemporary compilation of the history
of novels. Besides, it also comprises comparative study between Chinese and western novels, whose critical
perspective of comparison is sharp and whose comments are penetrating, which is also of referential
significance to the construction of the discipline of Comparative Literature. The pioneering spirit and
theoretical achievements of Fiction Notes demonstrate that traditional literary criticism still held its vigorous
vitality at the beginning of the 20th century.

Key Words: Jie Tao; Fiction Notes; criticism at living objects; art of novel writing; speculation upon the

history of novels; comparative criticism
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