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Dominance Counteraction Baojuan: The key frame of referenceto
the charactersof “theformer edition” of Journey to the West

ZHAO Yulong
(School of Literature, Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: “The former edition” of Journey to the West is the original version of Shidetang edition. As the
direct result from which later stories about the journey to the west are synthesized and finalized, it is of
decisive significance to the development of versions of Journey to the West in the Ming and Qing dynasties.
However, the edition has been lost for a long time so that we can only speculate upon the general contents
through the Shidetang edition and its preface by Chen Yuan. In addition, the contemporary opera, prosimetric
and verse narrative are also adopted as the main source to explore the original content. And in this respect,
the folk religious scripture volumes can serve as an important frame of references. Nevertheless, the current
common kinds of the folk scripture volumes and “the former edition” are far apart. But Dominance
Counteraction Baojuan, edited and printed by the monk Gui Yuan in the reign of Emperor Longging, was
right within the historical period when "the former edition" was generated and spread. And the story, the
Class of the Buddhas and the Bodhisattvas, not only refers to the characters and names but also summarizes
the process of pilgrimage to the west, considered as a reliable text describing the characters of "the former
edition" of Journey to the West. At the same time, based on the particularity of the west Mahayana,
Dominance Counteraction Baojuan can also indirectly reflect the dissemination and influence of “the story
of the journey to the west” in the upper class, the capital city and the inner noble community from the reign
of Emperor Jiajing to Emperor Wanli.

Key Words: "the former edition" of Journey to the West; the west Mahayana; the folk religious scripture
volumes; Dominance Counteraction Baojuan
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