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On the nor mative foundation of
Marx’scritical theory of property rights

ZHANG Shoukui
(School of Marxism, ShenZhen University, ShenZhen 518060, China)

Abstract: It has been controversial in the western academic circles whether the criticism of Marx’s property
rights is based on a certain normative basis or not. By tracing back to Marx's refutation of national
economics, we can see that his critique at private property is based on both scientific analysis and normative
exploration. However, this kind of normativeness refers not to any usual ethical value category, but to
personal freedom in the sense of self-realization. Different from the obscured cognition position of national
economists, Marx distinguishes between "private property relations as labor" and "private property relations
as capital", and recognizes that the latter is essentially the power domination relationship of property owners
exploiting and enslaving the proletariat, which is a hindrance to a person's personality growth and
self-realization. Based on this normative foundation, Marx criticized national economists and surpassed all
liberals on the issue of private property. This enlightens us that the current ownership reform in China should
be based on the premise that the socialist system remains unchanged, with the goal of achieving more and
greater freedom for everyone.

Key Words: Marx; private property; normative foundation; individual freedom
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