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Ogyu Sorai and Wang Chuanshan’stendency to attach importanceto
“Qi” and “Xi” and its significance

LIU Ying
(School of Foreign Language, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Both Ogyu Sorai’s and Wang Chuanshan’s theories of “Zhi Zuo” coincidentally show the same
tendency of valuing “Qi” and “Xi”. Sorai’s theory of cultivation advocated “imitation” from “the outer” to
“the inner”, whose way is to “produce instrument” and “cultivate nature with Xi (nurture)”, while Chuanshan
emphasized “all things in the world being only instruments” and “developing human nature by learning”.
The purpose of their emphasis on “Qi” is not the “instruments” themselves, but cultivating the inner
“virtues” through the outer “Qi”. As time passes, it is natural to acquire virtues without being forced. This
can be regarded as a subversive reform to the thinking mode from “ the inner” to “the outer” by traditional
Neo-Confucianists such as Cheng Zhu and Yang Ming. It not only greatly enhances the operability of
Confucian cultivation, but also avoids the disadvantage of easy break-up between mind and object. And this
is also the implied meaning of “acquiring human nature by learning”. In this regard, if the pre-modern theory
of the innate pre-formed human nature is the mainstream of traditional Neo-Confucianism, then its decline
indicates the emergence of the acquired theory of human nature through nurture, and also reflects the new
development bred in Confucianism itself.
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