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The three dimensions of Hannah Arendt's natality
DONG Shanmin, TANG Binggin
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In Hannah Arendt's thoughts of political survival philosophy, "natality" is the logical starting point,
which includes birth of both natural life and public life, manifested in three dimensions of history, cultivation
and action. However, with the emergence of modernity, the inflation of cultivation renders the natality veiled
by "instrumental thinking" so that history and natural science have become "pure process science", and the
subject and its spirit of praxis have become dimmed. In the unitary modernity planning, the instrumental
rationality has gradually realized the arrogation of position, and overwhelmed value rationality so that the
disenchanted world in human sense has gradually turned into a wasteland where nihilism emerged along.
Reconstructing Arendt's earlier thoughts about natality and disclosing the value of parole and action can
provide imperative thinking resources for the construction of the community with a shared future for
mankind.

Key Words: Hannah Arendt; natality; history; making; parole; action
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